UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE

' Why, we did when we were married, didn't we,
Ann ?' said the tranter; ' and so do everybody, my
sonnies.'

' And so did we/ said Fancy's father.

'And so did Penny and I/ said Mrs. Penny: <I
wore my best Bath clogs, I remember, and Penny was
cross because it made me look so tall.1

'And so did father and mother/ said Miss Mercy
Onmey.

'And I mean to, come next Christmas !' said Nat
the groomsman vigorously, and looking towards the
person of Miss Vashti Sniff.

c Respectable people don't nowadays/ said Fancy.
* Still, since poor mother did, I will/

* Ay/ resumed the tranter, * 'twas on a White
Tuesday when I committed it Mellstock Club
walked the same day, and we new-married folk went
a-gaying round the parish behind 'em. Everybody
used to wear something white at Whitsuntide in them
days. My sonnies, I've got the very white trousers
that I wore, at home in box now. Ha'n't I, Ann ?'

'You had till I cut 'em up for Jimmy/ said Mrs.
Dewy.

1 And we ought, by rights, after doing this parish,
to go round Higher and Lower Mellstock, and call at
Viney's, and so work our way hither again across
He'th/ said Mr. Penny, recovering scent of the
matter in hand. * Dairyman Viney is a very respect-
able man, and so is Farmer Kex, and we ought to
show ourselves to them.'

'True/ said the tranter, 'we ought.to go round
Mellstock to do the thing well. We shall form a very
striking object walking along in rotation, good-now,
neighbours ?'

1 That we shall: a proper pretty sight for the
nation/ said Mrs. Penny.

' Hullo !' said the tranter, suddenly catching sight
of a singular human figure standing in the doorway,
and wearing a long smock-frock of pillow-case cut and
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